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The City of East Providence has been making well-planned steps 
toward advancing  the development of the City�s waterfront and 
planning for district enhancements, in the form of branding and 
place-making of the district, with way �nding, public art, street 
scape enhancements and related multi-modal improvements to 
serve to enhance, unify and support the overall viability of the 
waterfront district.

Historically  recognized as de�ned district, and gateway to the 
East Providence Waterfront,  the study area  is now characterized 
by diverse and in some cases discordant land uses,  confusing 
street circulation patterns,  little signage, limited parking and few 
sidewalks. Visitors often have little sense of where they are, what 
the area offers and how close they are to the waterfront. 

The purpose of this project is to help the City re-discover this 
area of the waterfront, and coalesce and formalize an approach to 
unifying and enhance what was historically known as Watchemoket 
Square. This study provides a set of recommendations which will 
help the City, developers, businesses, and residents alike adopt 
strategies and implement improvements to make the area safer, 
more attractive, and interesting to visit with the overarching 
goal of re-establishing the area as a recognized destination and 
gateway to great waterfront attractions.   

Research work undertaken included an inventory and assessment 
of visual, cultural and economic assets of the Study Area as well 
as a review of the streetscapes, infrastructure and transportation 
network. Additionally, multiple personal interviews were 
conducted over the course of several months to gain additional 
insight and perspective on Watchemoket Square.

Project Purpose
The planning team was also tasked with addressing several 
speci�c activities de�ned by Scope of Work outlined below 
developed with the EDA: 

1.	 To study present and projected transportation congestion 
issues in the roadway network in the vicinity of the I-195 
Waterfront interchange including congestion associated with 
the Veteran�s Memorial Parkway and to develop measures 
that will seek to mitigate these congestion impacts through 
the redesign of the roadway network that feeds into the I-195 
Interchange and the waterfront, notably Waterfront Drive and 
Watchemoket Square (Warren Avenue);

2.	 To develop a work plan to create a safer, more accessible 
multi-modal environment in the vicinity of the I-195 Taunton 
Avenue / Warren Avenue Interchange Project including 
measures to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety and 
to enhance transit options to the area surrounding the 
interchange and important commercial corridors including 
downtown Watchemoket and Taunton Avenue;

3.	 To consider roadway improvements in consideration of site 
distances, roadway surface conditions and merge conditions of 
the road network to and from the waterfront and I-195.

4.	 To complement ongoing RIDOT design of missing movements 
such as the I-195 westbound off ramp and the eastbound on 
ramp through the I-195 Taunton Avenue / Warren Avenue 
Interchange Project.
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History

Pre-Contact
((AWG to develop some text here - need image of river and 
water Native American Indian image or 2 here.  Refer to  January 
PPT for images and 

2.  Existing Conditions
17th Century 
((AWG to dev text)))Coratquiatus et que nat que nonse 
quatusania corem quia quiae et id que conecuscim rem 
fugiatet et laceste magnatur, odi den

De�ning Watchemoket 
American Indian word describing a proximity to the river 
and tidal marsh �� 
the feel and smell of where the land and water meet��.
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20th Century 
((( need historic map & photos  )))Sum net fugia quod ulla disque 
eristiorum net voluptur, sanda volor moluptam que eum con cus 
aut labore volendis simusdaecea cumentemoles debis as nus re 
volut il ipsam, vent maio. Icabor as debit ma quam ea sequia et 
etur sequi saerum harum quidendelit doluptatum rectatur, inus, 
quis auta nes alit, volorepudit quiates tibusae. Sa sin

21th Century 
((( AG to send slide images of current conditions  )))Estiae. Itas 
el in conemqui omnimilist, odipsaped maio. Poreium fugitiis 
pratemqui nonet autat.
Ad quae dolestet explanime cus, of�cae nonsequas arumqui 
culpa cus ex estorepe nullacc uscieniet et quiation natenit 
et alitias aut aut laborem di omnisqu untotam, et quibus 
dolesedis corumquates sitis ut omnihil iquam, occulpa volent, 
soluptae.
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2.2 SITE CONDITIONS  
The uniqueness of this distinct area of the East Providence 
waterfront has from the earliest times attracted both residential 
settlement and commerce, and as these activities were 
modernized they expanded over hundreds of years, eventually 
erasing all evidence of the grass marsh land and natural 
riverbanks. Crossing the Seekonk River was done by passing 
over one of several bridges. The expansion of railroads to 
move material to and from the active ports south of Bold Point 
created a wide barrier of tracks, and power lines between 
neighborhoods to the east, effectively eliminating access to the 
waterfront except for those involved in industrialized commerce. 

The pattern on the land from the railroads remains visible today, 
even though the last tracks were removed in 19xx. The regular 
and ordered grid of city blocks dissolves into triangular shaped 
parcels and long, rectangular swaths of land where rail lines and 
port-based structures once stood. City streets were extended 
to make connections to the waterfront and while vehicular 
access was provided for, no provisions for pedestrian access to 
the waterfront were made. There are no East to West sidewalks 
beyond 1St. Street. 

This is remarkable when one considers that with over 14 miles 
of shoreline  in East Providence, while this area represents the 
greatest collection of business and attractions within walking 
distance of the waterfront, and there are no sidewalks present to 
connect to the water�s edge. For most pedestrians, the present 
day conditions are signi�cantly lacking and actually discourage 
visiting the waterfront. 

Further challenges exist to the east, where crossing Veterans 
Memorial Parkway is prohibited. The only pedestrian 
accommodations are found on Warren Avenue. These sidewalks 
dead-end at Valley Street. 
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EXISTING SIDEWALK INVENTORY
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3.1	 Introduction   (((...... text here )))

3.2	 Strategies  (((...... text here )))

3.2.1	 Make Watchemoket Square the core of the City�s 
new Arts District to grow tourism activity

	
	 a. Create Arts & Cultural Anchor 

i.  Conduct Feasibility/Needs Assessment Study 
(short-term)

ii.  Explore: visitor center integration, bike path 
connectivity (and amenities such as bike 
parking, bike share station, restrooms), outdoor 
rec rentals (bikes, �shing poles)

iii.  Explore private-ownership models (e.g., �rst 
�oor of mixed-use redevelopment project) 
as way to enhance tax base � support TIF 
revenues. 

	 b.  Establish a marketing and branding campaign 
for the gateway area

i.	 Increase the visibility of local arts and culture 
activities on a regular basis

ii.	Raise awareness for the district

3.0  Revitalization Stragegy
iii.	Promote the district�s cultural identity through 

a consistent brand and partnership with local 
organizations

iv.	Create a central website for the district where 
local artists and galleries could potentially 
promote and sell their work

			   c.	 Public Art Installations
i.   Create the Lantern Trail of art work
ii.   Install at Gateway and other strategic Locations 
iii.  Integration with way �nding elements
iv.  Rotate artwork rather than static installations
v.   Integrate with public web cams that people can 

access from a website to check out the current 
public art installations.

	
			   d.	 Create a formal public art program

i.	 City Public Art Policy & Program
ii.	 Public Art Fund

			   e.	 New Artist Housing & Studio Space
i.	 Create a developer incentive to provide public 

art and artist housing 

1.	 Go hand in hand with creating an Arts District 
bene�t for artist housing

2.	 Inclusionary zoning provision for artist housing
3.	 Developer density bonus for inclusion of public art 

(with in-lieu fee option)
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	 f.	 Build an �Arts Parks� at 1st and Mauran on Public Land
i.	 At Mauran Ave -Space at corner for rotating �gateway� 

piece
ii.	 Flexible design � outdoor gallery/showcase for local 

artists, small event potential
iii.	Re-Brand Bold Point Park -Outdoor Movies etc.	

	
	 g.	  �Update� existing sculpture park

i.	 Appropriate scaled piece for site 
ii.	 Vet artwork through new public art program
iii.  Design competition potential (can be part of marketing 

push/launch for Arts District)

h.	 Adaptive Reuse of Industrial Buildings for Arts Uses to 
Maintain Authenticity and Appeal 
i.	 Facilitate conversion of two industrial buildings (Al�s 

and Taekwondo) to be artist housing/studio spaces 
(public/dining spaces on top). 

i.	 Implement recurring events to increase excitement around 
the district
i.	 A �First Friday� (or other similarly catchy event)- where 

each art gallery and creative business in the district 
would be open to the public on the �rst Friday of the 
month, sometimes with bigger special events. Some 
form of this could be offered in a virtual format during 
periods of social distancing.

j.	   Create an open air market
i.	 Designate an outdoor space to be a market, either 

permanently or on certain days, for local artists and 
businesses to sell their product while conforming to 

social distance guidelines. Making this easily 
accessible for bike path users would be ideal and 
offer an array of bene�ts to multiple parties.

3.2.2	 Build Watchemoket Square as a unique dining 
hub with a focus on outdoor dining and Covid-safe 
approaches. 

a.	 Integrate outdoor dining into public parks and 
spaces Create �micro-picnic� parks to provide social-
distance conforming eating areas for patrons of 
existing and new businesses. 

b.	 Facilitate redevelopment of Legacy Use Properties 
For example convert MTTI property into a 
waterfront restaurant with outdoor/picnic dining and 
recreational amenities. 

c.	 Integrate food trucks 
i.	 Create parking and utility connections in public 

transportation/infrastructure improvements. 
ii.	 Implement a delivery program where district 

restaurants and food trucks deliver your meal to 
your �micro-picnic� space

d.	 Encourage the provision of outdoor dining areas � 
new and existing restaurants. 
i.	 Partner with 

existing 
establishments 
when doing 
improvements 
along 1st Street 
(City could build 
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outdoor dining area along 1st for T&T, Integrate 
Black Duck�s outdoor dining with street scape on 
1ST. 

ii.	 Incentivize design guidelines, or zoning regulations 
For new restaurants that encourage/require outdoor 
dining areas. 

e.	 Link Waterfront and Watchemoket Square once again: 
i.	 Dock and Dine Marketing and Branding (or Dock, 

Bike, Run and Dine/shop/do fun stuff  <Need clever 
marketing phrase here>)

ii.	 Market to recreational boater segment https://vimeo.
com/277341684/c234f695a7

iii.	 Partner with Live Nation (boat-in to concerts? Might 
be willing to provide dock facilities) 

iv.	 Public dock facilities within walking distance of 1st 
street core area (public dock potential at John J lewis 
Park? Bold Point another option)

3.2.3	 Enhance, build, and capitalize on outdoor recreation. 
	

a.	 Highlight Watchemoket Square as an area where the 
waterfront and Bike Path converge in an urban setting 
i.	 Promote the intermodal interface

b.	 Bold Point Park Enhancements 
i.	 Create sidewalks into the park to promote walk-

ability
ii.	 Redesign Park for use when concerts are relocated 

c.	 Pet-Friendly 
i.	 Create a dog park  as an amenity to support new 

residential development, attract more people to 

Square.
ii.	 Explore programming and sponsorship opportunities 

with Tockwotten and 
VCA Povar Animal 
Hospital. 

iii.	 Create an outdoor coffee 
bar and beer garden 
space for humans to 
use while their dogs 
play in the dog park. 
Can support either a 
permanent tenant or a rotating schedule of existing 
local businesses.

d.	 Create a �shing pier 
i.	 tie in with historic �shing activity � interpretive panels 

etc.). 
ii.	 Recruit a bait and tackle shop or stand.

e.	 Recruit outdoor recreation 
rental business operator 
i.	 Create public-private 

partnership with rental 
facility at Bold Point 
Park or as part of arts/
culture anchor). 

ii.	 Bike rentals
iii.	 Fishing gear
iv.	 Small Watercraft  and Kayaks? 
v.	 Maybe some retail - Kite sales for use at Bold Point? 

Frisbees, etc. 

f.	 Make the district a bike destination not a pass-thru






























































































































